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California Take-It-Back Partnership Campaign 
 

Sacramento – To help educate communities about the Universal Waste Law that went into effect 
February 9, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is taking its message 
to the air waves. We would like to invite your station to conduct an interview with DTSC’s Deputy 
Director Leonard Robinson. He is available to discuss the new Take-It-Back Partnership. The 
program will benefit consumers by providing safe and convenient locations for them to dispose off 
universal waste items such as batteries, fluorescent lamps and hand-held electronic devices. 
 
Every household and small business in California is affected by the Universal Waste Law. No 
longer can consumers throw their spent batteries, fluorescent lights, mercury thermostats or small 
electronics in the regular household trash. These “universal waste” items contain toxins such as 
lead, cadmium, zinc and acid, and must be taken to a hazardous waste disposal site. 
 
To make the disposal of these items more convenient for households and small businesses, DTSC 
and the California Integrated Waste Management Board have developed the California Take-It-
Back Partnership. The program allows consumers to drop off select universal waste items at local 
retail stores, where they will be properly recycled or disposed of.  
 
To arrange an interview, please call the Public Information Officer in your area: 
 
Sacramento Office: Carol Singleton (916) 255-6578 
Glendale Office: Jeanne Garcia (818) 551-2176 
Cypress Office: Sandy Friedman (714) 484-5383 
Berkeley Office: Angela Blanchette (510) 540-3732 
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The Department of Toxic Substances Control’s mission is to restore, protect, and enhance the 
environment and ensure public health, environmental quality and economic vitality by regulating 
hazardous waste, conducting and overseeing cleanups, and developing and promoting pollution 

prevention. 
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